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Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer: Summer Internship

l. Overview

(OName: Jurin Okugawa

@Location: Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer — Brussels Office
(®Duration: September 4, 2023 to September 29, 2023

[Il. Introduction

| had the privilege of joining Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer’s Brussels office
as a summer intern from September 4, 2023, to September 29, 2023, as part of the
University of Tokyo’s foreign internship program. As | discuss below, my experience
broadened my horizons, taught me valuable lessons, and paved the way for new

personal and professional discoveries.

[ll. Freshfields

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer is the oldest firm in the Magic Circle, dating
back to 1743. Freshfields counts governments, financial institutions, and many
multinational corporations among its clients, who choose Freshfields for the quality of
its legal counsel and dedication to client service. Headquartered in London, the firm
employs over 2800 lawyers worldwide, including 120 in Brussels.

Freshfields’ Brussels office is one of the firm's twenty-nine offices around the
world. The office has a Belgian practice group that specializes in Belgian legal practice
and an Antitrust, Competition, and Trade (ACT) Group. The ACT Group comprises
approximately 90 lawyers—the largest practice group in Brussels. The ACT Group
specializes in areas such as antitrust and competition, international trade law, and
foreign direct investment regulation and national security.

While Freshfields indeed appears thoroughly international on paper, with 29
offices across seventeen jurisdictions, the true extent of the firm’s global nature
becomes even more evident in the rigors of day-to-day practice. This was especially
true of the ACT Group. The ACT Group consists of lawyers from many different
countries and various jurisdictions, some from civil law and others from common law
backgrounds. The ACT Group also deals with some of the most complex, international
cases, working seamlessly across borders. | had the opportunity to join an internal call
between the Brussels office, the London office, and a U.S. office, in which lawyers
came together to discuss their research on a matter. For one assignment, | also
reported to lawyers from the Tokyo office. It was incredible watching how effortlessly
lawyers from different offices were able to work together, often for the first time. This

unique operating model is a testament to the firm’s strong common culture and
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training, and its lawyers’ singular focus on providing the best international legal
services to clients.

A culture of excellence defines Freshfields, and every member of the firm goes
above and beyond the call of duty to fulfill client goals. However, it was remarkable to
me that Freshfields achieves that distinction in work product without sacrificing a
friendly workplace culture. Associates and partners alike are kind and generous, and
various social opportunities allowed me to get to know many people in the office.
Everybody gathers for lunch at the canteen on the top floor, which is a nice opportunity
to socialize and meet new people. There is an agora on every floor with coffee and
tea—the perfect place for a quick chat with anybody who happens to be there. You may
also be called into an office when walking down the hallway for an impromptu chat. The
office also has regular social gatherings with drinks in the evening on the rooftop.

The office is also very flexible when it comes to working styles, and lawyers
are free to work from home whenever they want. Because of this, the office is vibrant
on Tuesdays and Thursdays with many in the office, but Mondays and Fridays are very
quiet with very few people around.

V. The Summer Internship Program

As a summer intern in the ACT Group, | worked alongside a talented group of
interns from across Belgium and Germany. Each summer intern was assigned a buddy
to help us navigate a large firm like Freshfields and its many resources. For example,
my buddy, an associate, kindly took me out to lunch and gave me assignments to work
on.

Through the social events with the associates in the firm, | was able to get a
taste of the office culture and learned more about Brussels. We had the opportunity to
escape from escape rooms and snack on some Belgian fries together, and the
associates also introduced me to Place du Luxembourg (Plux), which is a social
gathering of yuppies and Eurocrats—the perfect place to network in Brussels.

The group of summer interns was my professional and social core throughout

the summer—my companions on everything from client work to summertime activities.
know | will count from among this group several lifelong friends, whom | am deeply
honored to know and have worked alongside. | will cherish our escape room retreats,
bowling matches, and late nights spent completing assignments together in the office.

V. Assignments
The internship started out with the firm induction. This entailed courses on
how to use the firm’s internal systems; create firm documents; and use online

resources. Through this, | learned the tools that were necessary to work at Freshfields.
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| also attended seminars run by the ACT Group on topics like TFEU articles 101 and
102, cartels, mergers, state aid, and foreign investment, which taught us the basics that
would be necessary for work in the ACT Group. These courses were taught by
associates in the ACT Group who specialize in each field, and newcomers from the
Paris, London, Frankfurt, and Rome offices also took part in these sessions.

My first assignment was to research EU case law in order to build an argument
for an ongoing matter. The process of looking for cases that may or may not exist was
difficult but reading through numerous Court of Justice judgments helped deepen my
understanding of EU competition law. | had only an elementary understanding on how
to search EU case law from my time at law school, so | also gained a better
understanding of how to look for relevant case law through this assignment.

Another assignment | was given was to research whether a specific joint
venture would need to be filed in Japan. This assignment pushed me to better
understand Japanese filing requirements and made me realize how important it will be
to first and foremost understand the rules in my own jurisdiction as a Japanese lawyer.

Afterwards, | was assigned to create a presentation on trends in EU
competition law. Developing this presentation helped me understand more about
competition law in Europe, but even more importantly exposed me to how law firms
develop clients and build their reputations as trusted client counselors. This work was
also supplemented by other tasks including turnover threshold calculations for mergers,
research on one country’s regulatory trends on mergers within a specific industry, and
research on a client’s competitive landscape.

Finally, through the ACT Group’s bi-weekly, cross-continent meetings, |
learned how a legal practice as diverse and distributed as Freshfields’ stays

coordinated on key developments.

VI. Life in Brussels

Brussels, as the European Union’s de facto capital, is an international city with
multiple official languages. The people were very kind and patient with my elementary
French but were also happy to help in English. The city has beautiful, old buildings,
such as the Palais de Justice, that reflect the country’s rich history, while also housing
more modern EU institutions.

The city is also a fun, vibrant place, with restaurants full and the city still
bustling late at night. The convenient public transportation, which includes the buses,
the subway, and the trams, runs late into the night, making late night hangouts
possible. The city also has beautiful parks that are popular hangout spots. Bois de la

Cambre, a lovely haven a quick bus ride away from the city center, was my favorite.
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There are many beautiful places around Brussels that are accessible by train. |
was fortunate enough to find time to explore Bruges, Lille, Amsterdam, and Paris. All in
all, I ended up falling in love with Brussels and hope to visit again very soon.

VII. Takeaways

| made good friends and good memories during my time at Freshfields and,
equally important, learned and grew personally and professionally through the
experience. It was my first time working on matter-related assignments in a law firm, so
this was a valuable opportunity for me to learn how to tackle certain tasks, such as
researching case law. | also gained a better understanding of what working at a law
firm is like, which made me think harder about my future as | take the first steps in my
career.

| also had the opportunity to talk to a partner and get her advice on my career.
She gave me genuine, compassionate advice from the point of view of a corporate
lawyer working internationally, and this meeting with her had a large impact on me. |
was simultaneously inspired by her and compelled to introspect and look at my career
aspirations from a different perspective.

| also learned how Freshfields, one of the top law firms in the world, provides
some of the best legal services to clients on their most challenging, complex legal
issues. Not only do the firm’s offices work together internationally on a daily basis, but
they also have organized systems such as knowledge-sharing systems in place that
allow lawyers to work together better as one team globally. Moreover, a partner
enlightened me on how the firm values business skills such as the ability to give
effective presentations, and | saw this as one more way the firm effectively creates
value for its clients. Furthermore, | felt that there was a shared mindset that Freshfields
will provide first-class legal services and that they will not compromise their work to
provide anything short of it. The mindset to spare no effort in their work to produce the
best work possible inspired me to hold myself to the same standard.

VIII. Conclusion

Through my time at Freshfields, | gained valuable lessons that will help guide
me throughout my career. | could not have learned these things at this time if not for
this opportunity, and | believe there was truly no better way to spend my summer after
graduation. | want to express my gratitude to everybody at Freshfields for giving me
such an opportunity and making me feel so welcome. | will not forget the kindness | felt
and all the lessons learned. Thank you also to Professor Fujita, Professor Kawaide,
Professor Goto, Professor Vande Walle for this amazing opportunity. | am also grateful
to Ms. Ortega for managing this program. Lastly, thank you to AGC Inc., Sumitomo
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Corporation, and Mitsubishi Corporation as this program would not be possible without
you and your generosity.

A
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Berlaymont - The European Commission
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BHATRET DY 7 LIRES

| #1% / Introduction

DK% : BEHMA / Kazuki Okuda

@iE4G - NautaDutilh =SB (F 704 - TLARXTILE L)
GifREHRR : 2023/09/01-29

I 3FEWZA / Practices at the Internship
1. #EZ / Introduction

[ R—=>y TEOHBEEMIZFER 09:30-17:30 <. #H 14:30-15:00 (Z(E Student
coffee EWVWSMDA v X—v 2y TEEDRIROBRLHY £ L1, £l FI75EW
SETOEFEZELATIELLWESLE S TLEE Y LIFLIL day-off ZE> TEAXZEL
A2 B LEL,

The internship students at NautaDutilh work from 9:30
to 17:30 on weekdays and can hang out with other
students from 14:30 to 15:00 during "student coffee"
breaks. Thanks to Nauta, | could sometimes take a day
off to go sightseeing and enjoy my time in the
Netherlands.

2. iFFIAF — L / Litigation Team

MFA 2=y T7OETORBEFRATF —LOES
AEBZLE L, EICT7HA v INEEIZ. HICER
e 2 &, FRAEBHORNRBARRDGEICLY RFEshLTWL
DIERMEBOS LEDETCT v T T—bT2 (-0 ER%E
ERRT %) LWHBHDTT, £, ZHZTHFARICEVLTED LS % () Bwmr B In
TWBDD, EROBEZIBIET D ZENE—DHBETLE, T LT, FEIELIAE -
BHROBBEZNBRLTE2HOTIEHY FTH. EDFRIEZICEINTVWEIDOLZED
TREOUTHLEET 2LV FERBNAARVWEDT, RRTDEEDHTECHERMNAIEE
DEDHHEZBDDETEZIRDIFELEEDDZLICH R YEBRLE L, FiAFICE -
THOPYRPTVEEDEROIERE VNI BIZDOWTH, MR YREORMAS S L 5 TR
C*lL7,

HEHAASETLR— MEREZEDLOICANE D% LTEBRIEH Y £IH. oL
B - FEAEE LFE B HPETHEANS WS EBREARL S NAHE - 1BRE.
BRI ENTZT —EZR=ADFTRETEWVWSITAICBELZ D TLA R 27-DEERB W
HOEINE LT, DEITI Z L ITRBTHA D EKICIL BIRLI-RFHO (W) & -
BRORAELLZCEENDZENFEINDIDOT, ZDOE—SHE LT EELRRBEEZIET
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Wi Wi e BunEd,

F7-. BRAENOFIRERICBEZ BT I ENTELILLAEEELAREBREAY F LT

(BRI, KRBERDOEXIEA 7 XEBTTH. BBENREGEO-HIERARICHEICHE
RENTHY, FFIHBLDORDERNZSHELTWELT), I, SEE-T-EHLF
ROFIRABATEIY 5 20, FBUT2HHGNICOVWTHARTEDL ) BERL LTI N
TWhWaheWwo7zmbd, BABNICERELN >7-TT,

REE. HIPIDMZITOREICEVT [BEFEDITRPEEDEBE LIERD Z N
TETWD|EVWIBEDEBODEEAWLEE AV &=y TTOEENZ DR
ST EBN, HALELLS7-TT,

| spent my entire internship with the litigation team. The main assignment was to update
the content of the litigation documents compared to the information currently made
public by companies (and to prepare summary documents for this purpose). The first
challenge was understanding the structure of the arguments and what (legal) statements
were being made in the litigation. Although the task was simply to research and organize
information, finding out which information was written where and managing it myself was
unfamiliar. | struggled to determine how to set the tasks and how | could proceed
efficiently. | also felt that there was much room for improvement in creating summary
documents that are easy for the reader to understand.

Of course, | had done some research before, such as writing reports. Still, | realized this
was only an act of searching for relatively systematic knowledge and information in
systematic databases by looking up case laws and theories in books, articles, and
precedents. | expect my future work will include much research into complex and up-to-
date (legal) arguments and information, so this was a valuable experience for me as a
first step towards that.

It was also a precious experience to look through litigation materials from outside Japan
(the original litigation materials are in Dutch, but as this is an international case, they
have been informally translated into English, which | referred to). Furthermore, | was
curious about the possibility of encountering occurrences of particularly similar litigations
in Japan and what arguments have been made in related cases there.

After returning to Japan, | received some praise on how well | had captured the
arguments of each party and the evolution of the facts in a class analyzing international
case laws, which made me happy to think that my internship work and experience had
been extremely helpful for both the firm and myself.

3. 7LH¥r7F—3 3> /Presentation

AERDEHESCXLICOWT T LE Y TFT—va v a2 TbhbhbLWwhEFEaENTTWEE, B
£ ERBF—LICEEBEINTUWEZDO T, BRORNETREDHEC[BEEENHFILDITIK
IZDOWT, F—LDEIADETIODRED LYY T—varviaifTWE L, 7704
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DEFEEFATELALIC L THARDOESEICOWTERAT 5720(121E, MEICED
ii@ﬁwﬁ%%w#\%%iﬁ&@&i@%%ﬂ%%ﬁtfv%m#tmi:t%%%
BRELETIHEN DY, CIHFETHEEICREL 7 —X Tl A7V XREICET
TNETABEOENIIAERADHDERELCER->THY, mwixiémhr%ﬂ%mo
TWBDOhE S Y FEATLE, DA > X —VEICEEKFIZZIFTHRALTH
HoTEIPLAERLKDERAB-OTTA, BIHILLITNERET D LS RERD
BRIEDEBRBTERLDON, ETHRBEL-TZEBVWET BB AT DL S nELRNA
EXICZZEFTOERNPELTVWEIONARBREICE > TWET), /o, HADKEZ XS
THBATZ2EWVWS 06, EEARBOZOICHERBIRZITOLENHLEVSIBEAN D
BLWEETLT

Fro. T 2L 7L EY T2 a v ORBRBRND R, RTA ROERAER T LE Y T—
avOEDAN DI OTEHLE L, Y- URITIA BRBTTERAWI LIFHET
LETEFERBA, LA L. SBRERDIAFILIZOVNTEZZEDLS ICHEL TULITFIFVLLD
N BEYEEDNOABRNWEWVWSIDALEEREZATT,

T T—2avoETICEALT. BorRRAICR o724 IV CEMET SN
ﬁéﬂ%ik?%%ﬁ#ﬁ%;mtﬁmittoaﬁT ICEEEZDIED LEILICHT-D

FoOBRT[THLETL. BRI CEEABVWTHOEMATEZIENBETTH, [T D
B & CICHESE 1%5#7/&®/XTA — AT LE YT — /a/t%bfﬁﬂ

AFHEEzR)EhbearoEHoNDEE VD ,ﬁ\’é‘ot DENTWD ERRLF LT,

ZNICLTH, BRBDEHEDOT, —EHARYII-TWIEWDI ZEZTHTHEDLT
770 LTI-RFBICHEY £,

Since | had been assigned to the litigation team, | gave a 10-minute presentation in front
of the team on an overview of Japanese tort law and the current state of climate change
litigation in Japan to introduce the Japanese legal system and culture. In order to explain
the Japanese legal system to people who have studied the Dutch legal system, it was
necessary to have some understanding of the differences between the two and what kind
of prerequisite knowledge the audience had, which was the very first difficult phase |
encountered. The articles related to torts in the Dutch Civil Code are very different from
those in the Japanese one, and at first, | had no idea what they were talking about.
finally was able to grasp a vague understanding after one internship student explained
the articles to me with specific examples, but | think it was very strange for them that |
could not understand such a basic matter; though, | also wonder why there are such big
differences in such basic articles. Also, explaining Japanese laws in English was quite a
difficult task from the standpoint that accurate translation was necessary for accurate
explanation.

In addition, | had little experience with presentations in the first place, so | hardly had a
solid idea of how to prepare slides and how to proceed with the presentation. Of course,
if you can not do those well in Japanese, you can not do them well in English either.
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However, at this point, | have to admit that | do not have a good idea of how to improve
my presentation skills in the future.

Regarding the progress of the presentation, | found it interesting that the Dutch culture
allows people to ask questions whenever they find uncertain points during the
presentation. In Japan, it seems a bit rude to interrupt someone talking, and it is usual to
ask questions after listening to the entire presentation. However, | felt that the Dutch
system, which allows for immediate confirmation of points of concern, is superior in that
it allows both parties to proceed with a one-way presentation while maintaining mutual
understanding.

| also wanted to note that it was super exciting to realize that a country exists under a
different legal system from the one in my country.

4. #FH¥EEE / Court Hearing
NautaDutilh TOEEZ DD & IZEHRAH Y
FHAN 74 ROELIZH DT LRATIVE L
A& ¥IFT (Rechtbank Amsterdam) I2H W T
 BHFIEERICH S F L, HYFTOEY IS &
DF 74 AELDLD T HANICIEHRAE DT =
bHFRINTOET, HEERIIRTEAY SN0
LOBETERICSMT 2N TEE LT,
HYERTET —FBUDICEVW-Z LIXEED
BETYT, BAROHYIAICHE T 2FETIE. BYBEOBRI CTRELHEE. BV LERREBE LA
BADNAEESTE-STVWET, ZNICH L, AEEL-HEHHZED, 7 X OH|
EHHTIE. REBERUEIELVICE->TEY . ZORICHEAN - RELIPAEEST
BEREWSEEEFHE->TEY, FE2TEEANDN B ER S TRENHICMEG>TWLEHD
LORMREZITXE LT, DA v 2—vE s [HRDFEEDEBED AL FBEITOIBTH
HEVWHEIRMEVER] EFELELTZD. EDLHIBRBRTHIVEDOBRERENLZDL S
BAUBICESD LS ICR2T-ONRETT, £/, HHO 7O ROV TH, HHEHL OH
EANCHT2ERDBLE R > TWDE RHEEKED) -7-TT,

LELAAFHHEAF 7V XBTITHON, BATHA—DRNERZEBE T LI LI TEEHAT
LA 1= - EEIC R TWETARTILE LERRFOZEAEIIABELNITT
<, BHHEPCERLAZFYORNBTEZHRBAL T<NE L, ZTZTIELH T, BIMAIEE
ICOWTIEEE L SN/ 7T O XA THHUEDOFHEITHhND Z &0, HEAI’BRHYRR
BEINENY THD L, A== =Ty FTOBEREHTHDZ &, BiR 2 BT
HITBFRTHo DR TIYBEEIN el 2B TEF Lz, #HHITEDb-TWL
TAELTOREICHLERWICEMZ L LW 2RLAFET, RTHLTOFETH LI
LELMNITTINT, ETHEBRTEEFELEBVE LT,

ZOMEHHOMICHE WL OHADOHHOFBRICSIML X L1z, BERAT VX —DHFIFFAIC

//y;
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BRINZHHUZVWAWAHH TINELZL, HYUBECRREO AL EREBETCOEMICE
ATCLIEIYELL-72TT,

ZDWEIRICIZ S 7= DIE, FTDICENFEHYITHHE. BRERE. AEADEEN XK
TH-71228Td, BEATIDLIBHKFZRAZLDTERHRRITIENILVWHEDTZ
AIDREEEZTWELED, A7 XICBVWTH, BEEEEZEICL > T, KEDFED
BENTLEFOADLTHS LV -BEENBRBEITHS LD T BLICENnTNEEZTER
TWaonlmeBUnE LT,

Tz, REEZTHHRSIERSANORD 272D TIT A, &7 XITid, I Az
FrE LT, #7 v 2XEmEHHFT (NCC: Netherlands Commercial Court) & Uy EFREER
SHCEEd 2 RGFZH VL, TE - ¥ RAZHEEBTITHI>EHAH S %5 TT,

Besides my assignment at NautaDutilh, | also attended court hearings at the Rechtbank
Amsterdam, a district court near the office. The court building looks like a modern stylish
office building, and there is even a café inside. The court hearings were open to anyone
who would like to join in.

What surprised me at first was the structure of the courtroom. In Japanese courtrooms,
the plaintiff and defendant, or prosecutor and defense counsel, sit facing each other in
front of the judge. In contrast, in Dutch criminal trials, including the ones | attended, the
prosecutor and judge sit side by side, and the defendant and their counsel sit in front of
them as if the defendant were facing a united public authority. | talked with another
internship student that the structure of Japanese courtrooms gives a stronger impression
of being a place to make arguments, and | wonder what background led the Dutch
prosecutors to sit in such a position. It was also interesting to me that the most part of
the trial process consists of the judge asking questions to the defendant.

Of course, the trials were conducted in Dutch, and | could not understand any of the
content on my own. Luckily for me, a student from the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, who
happened to be there to observe the trial, spoke and explained to me the court system
and the content of the trial we both had just heard. His precise explanation made me
able to understand that minor crimes are tried in a simplified process, that the defendant
had been arrested relatively recently, that it was a case of theft from a grocery store, and
that the defendant was in a suspended sentence for two previous convictions, which was
revoked due to this case. | found this student who spoke to me — a complete stranger
— to be an enthusiastic and respectful individual who actively asked questions to the
attorneys who were involved in the trial.

In addition to this criminal trial, | attended several other court hearings as well. The
information counter staff recommended various trials | should attend, and the judges and
prosecutors came to answer my questions in English. | was incredibly grateful for all of
this support.

The other thing that impressed me was that all the judges, prosecutors, and defense
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attorneys at the criminal trial | mentioned earlier were women. | wondered how many
opportunities there actually are to see such a scene in Japan. But it seems that even in
the Netherlands, there are structural problems, such as the fact that women tend to be
promoted later due to shorter working hours, etc., which made me realize that every
country has its own problems.

Another unique court in the Netherlands is the Netherlands Commercial Court (NCC),
which handles cases related to international commercial transactions and conducts
hearings and decisions in English. However, unfortunately, | did not have a chance to visit
this court.

N LHR—F /Reports

1. NautaDutilh TOEZ7 / Working at NautaDutilh
1.1. #7414 X / Office

NautaDutilh @ 7 AR FILE LA 7 4 &, mdEd R
DA 74 ZAELHPLBEHITY TIZHY £3, EL1HES
TH NautaDutilh 4 7 4 X T, LEBHBFEEHZINLD
DEZF5TT, MWIBICAY TFILE LA T 4 ZATEIL
FROBT LATIVELIIE>TLHZ 3T, 714 ADA
TERNDZDDIFELGELFINTVWE LA, TN T
H HAROBEMNAEIZOAAZEICIERIEHEWNZA S -
s o, o7z ELTBIBRETHLERLFEL
Teo 120 F7 4 AOBXPREEDOHAYIY T2 TH T X5RY
T, ETHRMAMEY Z L TWE LT,
TIF—IIBMT 270 Ay TIAELF 7 4 XZH[E S
ZENTELDOTEN, THLHLDOFT7 4 RFAY TILE L
FREROBDOFIOEWELDFICHY £, A 74 ANDLAY TILXLDEMA,E I HIC
ZOMIHDEHETHhDD ZENTE, ETHLEEDRVWAT7 1R TLT,
NautaDutilh's Amsterdam office is located in the business district in the south of the

central city. The entire building is occupied by NautaDutilh's office, which was
constructed relatively recently. Both the Amsterdam office and the Rotterdam office are
going to merge in the near future, and people who currently work in the Rotterdam office
will be moving to the Amsterdam office soon. Although people seemed not to want the
Amsterdam office to be overcrowded, | felt that the working environment was relaxed
enough that it would not be comparable to the population density of a typical workplace
in Japan. Also, the office windows and private room partitions were all made of glass,
making me feel very open.
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| was also able to visit the Rotterdam office to attend a seminar. This office is located
in a tall building right in front of Rotterdam Central Station. The office has a very nice

view of Rotterdam and the city beyond.

1.2. A4 /Colleagues

RIAF—L DAL ZIZ L, NautaDutilh DAL IFEIAETHELL, DT E%xTL
SABNTTLIEIVE L AV E—V Yy TOEBICROT . 7V XOBEFRICHND
NEGBIAFICOVWTHHE AR TLLESY, IR F I VX TCoEFZELD L 73“’6%
TeDIEZDHADENTLRELHHLBVWET, BRIV FICHFE > W& —HIC
B5ZENTEELN/TE, BBIROGICRBZF >~ TEE-LWEeB0ELAL \ﬁb@
ReRT AEIRETHIBINEAEETTCHDEEELE LIz, /2. DX Z—(13&T
HEWAT, ZOAICHERI ZENTETEN 2L ELDENLEVWET,

Everyone at NautaDutilh, including the people on the litigation team, was very kind and
helped me a lot. They supported me not only with internship work but also during my stay
in the Netherlands, for example, by sharing places to visit with me. | believe that it was
thanks to them that | was able to enjoy spending time in the Netherlands. They also
invited me to lunch every day, and | was happy to be able to eat with them. | would like
to work with such an open-minded team in the future, and spending time with them
convinced me that being a lawyer is a very attractive career prospect. Also, my mentor is
a very supportive and admirable individual, and | am truly grateful to have met him.

1.3. @Z7A / Working

FZ7vZTIHE 40 FEOBMBEIEE THB EEWVE LA, PIEYFAELEZENLY D
E0DLRABEVTVWARLDICERRFEFT, TNTHYHICIEF 74 XL E LBHET
L. AEUTLT—=00D R OREFRINTWSZ EICHRICBIT 32— RE A
EDRERBVWERLE LIz, HICBRICAVWARIZIT LT —27EAEFVWLSITT, &2 5
TERICHT ZHENTZVRES LS ICELLZDOTETD 7 v X DEIAIE—RAICH
T L THRBZBIITOTL £ 9%

[FZ v &AL (BARAEERELT) BURICERZ 2D LW mBREFAEAIIN/ZD
TITH, ZDESITIHBELT, XUNUDRDNTWEEABHRICK>TWET, L LA,
BAANIERNICEBZHEICEZ TWEEIT T, ALIERABEFELOTIEAELA EFBARIC
FB-oThEY, BB BAAICKCALWONS [EECIV] EWSHEHEREIR, 5 %<
REBICHRT 2 enTcERLINALET,

| was told that a 40-hour work week is the norm in the Netherlands, but it seems that
lawyers work a bit more than that. Even so, relatively few people show up in the office in
the evening, and above all, telework is more common, which | felt was a big difference
from the standard way of working in Japan. The telework rate seems to be particularly
high on Mondays and Fridays, which are close to the weekend. | also felt that the level
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of enthusiasm for weekends is quite different; what do people in the Netherlands
generally do on weekends?

| have been asked several times whether Dutch people seem lazy (compared to
Japanese people), but | do not really think so. Rather, | think that Japanese people are
just seen as hard workers as a result of their work culture, but inside, they may be the
opposite. Here, | would like to share with the Dutch people some frequently used word
that describes one of the typical Japanese mindsets and can not be translated well into
English: "mendokusai.”

1.4. B /Meals

F74RWELR T A7 zpFERINTEY, ZVyFIEBEBF 74 RDOLR T
TF—LODBEIALBRTVLE L, RRORWVWAHIET 7 A TIREBND I ENTE R
WRDEHETLT: (328 b F TV XORTUTIEANICHE Y R BAWVWE D TTH ),
ZL T, ZEEICLY ., MIERTLRIN IV TOI v FAERLD I ENTEE L, LR
P2V TIIBHERZ A Z 221U APHX, F—XP7IL—VhEEKRLBEBMHIMED
NIERBEETEYVDORWAZ 2 —EA )T ETHEBEVWLAS/TT, 7V RICWBE
H BERIZF->THLH, BELBEAELLWLWAENE VWS ZEIEMYEBERIEINEDTT
D, FEERHICA TV EDITHREFVWLVWEB>TVWA I L Z I I THOTERALTEE
F9 (BHETEHLY EFEA ),

F.WDTHAT7 2 TEHIA—E—ZEBRTRUIEHNTE, 2O LS AI—E -1,
HATIYEZIU T TEREFZEVIITCESDBRB L ETHBUTVWE EBVWE LT,

BLIRAICHA 7 4 RTINS WEDALEN=EH Y BEERTOHY 2 TR N—T 14 —I(C
FAHAINTWE L, BSETEBEEZRELDIBATEREL LWL TT 1,

The office has a nice restaurant and a nice cafe. Every day, | had lunch with my team at
the office restaurant. It was a nice change of pace to eat on the terrace when the weather
was nice (although, if | am speaking honestly, the weather in the Netherlands is usually
not so nice most of the time). And, thanks to Nauta, | was able to enjoy lunch at the
restaurant for free. The restaurant offered a different menu every day, which was all very
nutritious and colorful, with a variety of meats, vegetables, cheeses, and fruits on the
menu. For some reason, both while in the Netherlands and after returning to Japan, |
have been constantly asked about whether the Dutch food is good, but | would like to
emphasize here again that | really do think Dutch food is delicious (I am being honest!).

Also, you can always get a free cup of coffee at a cafe. | thought this kind of coffee
culture was very similar to the feeling of going to a convenience store in Japan to get
some sweets.

Incidentally, the office also has a bar, which was used for casual parties in the office;
it is wonderful to be able to enjoy alcohol at the office!
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2. AvER—=ryTHh B30 / Learning from the Internship
21. Ava—ry7EWSEE / Working as a Internship Student

FIVEDREICE ST, EFREEMICBVWC L2 s BAYEZ—v >y 7295 L1,
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For Dutch students, it seems that doing an internship at a law firm for a month or two
is an essential experience for their subsequent career as a lawyer. One Dutch exchange
student told me that she is wondering how to describe her 2-week internship at a
Japanese law firm on her CV, as it is not enough to qualify as an'
Netherlands.

Internships at law firms in Japan are usually less than one week in length and also seem

'internship" in the

to be more of a recruitment process. When | reconsider this in light of the above-
mentioned significance of internships in the Netherlands, | cannot help but question the
value of an internship in Japan as a place of active learning for students. In addition, in
Japan, students rarely have the opportunity to experience long-term practical work while
they are at a law school, so | feel tremendous significance and gratitude for the
experience of participating in a long-term internship at Nauta.

22. AvE—=—ry TEIRYIRSTHT, £X7-2 & /Some Thoughts

TAUSEMET - B - EMBRT 2 EITWDEIEADTTN, 7 VKB LF TR
FEEDDOBRVWIADFT Z VY ROERFEEFMTA Vv R—r Yy TS TWETZVWT, M
DICEDEIBAY Y bHBHBDTL & ID, BIZRIEE - EENERICSMT HICEY 3
BEANHNIE. LIV LAOHDOERET DI ENTELZDTL L ID, FATEABDDEE
IHELRWZEZBLLB - TWET, BHHEE DD LT DR T, LWONEALHAD
FTRERLALIZWTT,

I've been thinking about this before, during, and after my internship: what value did my
internship bring to the law firm if | didn't understand the Dutch language or law? Would
| have been able to contribute more, for example, if | had been more competent enough
to participate in legal discussions? | always feel like my ability is not enough to do what
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| ask of myself, and | have been feeling frustrated. | will surely work a little harder every
day, and someday, | would like to repay the favor in some way to Nauta.

2.3. %7 /Language Ability

BOORENDPABSFL NLULEESRFRALNLUTTHD I EITELABRELTWLDS
DTETH, RIFYEEBECOERELEERANICEEEIZLTLEISICEBLEIERLET,
EIFEVWDDL, EBESE THBFEHICHT2EMNEEFR—avitkiFTcsl, gl
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BHEBIILEZVWESEIOH TRWEY £ L7, BABZFEL TV A0, EERNER
MEMEVWZTFAET L. WKL BEE > TELENRBVHNREEZ 5 LB DTT A, KA
REELFZLTVWAIREOAIE, BFICE2THEZHLARALLVERVLWTFOLS ICHR-TWS
EOICRBRZ, [BADESIR] EVWIETFORAMLRERLE L, 2 EDBHIDLR
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o

LEHbAARBCEBREZIRTIENTEDLDICHRI LV BEICAL>TH, HIEBEICH
mERTA Do) TY,

I'm acutely aware that my English proficiency lies between daily conversation and
business levels. However, to be honest, | lacked concrete motivation to learn English and
had continued to study in a rather passive manner until the internship program. But for
the first time, this program made me realize that | would like to improve my English skills
as a tool for self-expression. When | speak Japanese, | prefer to be relatively direct, and
| think both my personality and language give the impression that | have kind of a strong
presence. On the contrary, when speaking English, it seems like my immature language
portrays me as a good, quiet girl to the other person, which makes me feel a little stressed
because there is certainly something different about me. At least | would like to at least
be able to get my vocabulary to flow a little more.

| also feel that English is not a language that can precisely convey my feelings in the
first place, but | feel that there is still room for me to make an effort to communicate
what | am thinking to others.

Of course, | will also continue studying steadily toward my goal of being able to work in
English.

3. FZ7v&EWS5E /Living in the Netherlands
3.1. BE4E /Daily Life
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During the program, | was fortunately able to live in the center of Amsterdam, and | was
really happy to be able to live in this wonderful city for a month. The traditional cityscape
with its canals is very beautiful, and | found the landscape with water to be extremely
fascinating. While these cityscapes are being preserved, there seems to have been a
serious shortage of housing. | wonder what values have been the main focus of urban

development up to now and how this will change in the future. The chaotic modern city
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of Tokyo has been changing day by day and is in contrast to Amsterdam, but | think each
has its own advantages and beauty.

Besides the cityscape, Amsterdam, and the Netherlands as a whole, is known as one of
the most bicycle-friendly places. | actually heard that there are more bicycles than people
in the cities. During my stay in Amsterdam, | was able to rent a bicycle owned by the
office and was able to experience living in a city of bikes. The rules for cycling are much
looser than in Japan, and it is legal to ride a bicycle while listening to music with
earphones or double riding or carrying a passenger, which | thought was an interesting
difference in infrastructure and legal regulations. In addition to cycling, Amsterdam has
a well-developed metro, bus, and tram system, all of which can be used with credit card
payments. The inter-city trains are also very convenient and make the Netherlands seem
even smaller, but the fares are very expensive, 2 or 3 times higher than in Japan, which
made me spend a lot of money (I heard that local university students can use the
transportation for free, but if they fail to graduate in a certain period, they have to pay
back the full amount). Really, the cost of living in Amsterdam was very high, no matter
what you do (even taking into account the depreciation of the yen).

The other major difference from Japan (Tokyo) is that most stores in the country close
at 19:00. Albert Heijn, a grocery store similar to Aeon in Japan, was open until 10 p.m.,
which was a comfort to me, who cannot survive without 24-hour opened convenience
stores.

Another exciting thing in my daily life was that since | lived in a relatively touristy
neighborhood, | was often asked for directions by tourists. It is good to be a person who
is asked for directions, but | felt like, "Do | look like a local ...... ?" If it was faster to guide
them directly to their destination, | just chatted and walked around together. | think it is
interesting that English makes it possible to have a conversation even with strangers (I
do hesitate to talk with strangers when speaking Japanese.). Not only in Amsterdam but
also in other places where | traveled, there were a lot of situations where | talked to or
was talked to by various people, and | really enjoyed talking to the new people | could
meet only at that time.

3.2. 1 / Cities

WA 5> SRERCHNEBHIL, FLRTFLLL Oy FLEL A= FAF >
IRLE R ZRENSBEANVL DD TT, LOFHHLFOE->TELLEBLE LT,
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The cities | visited during my stay in the Netherlands were Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The
Hague, Leiden, Utrecht, and a few smaller cities. | thought every city was a little different

and beautiful. Here are some photos:

3.3. E& /Llanguage

FHZEBNEMT 20O TORRBRIL >7-0T, EMBETIEERICZIVONRNLERLT
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BCEZAICEDE /v RATATDF TV XEBICIEFEBTORENR->TLCHAZIT. %
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Since this was my first experience traveling to a non-English speaking country, | was a
bit anxious about the language issue before my trip. However, although Dutch is the
official language in the Netherlands, there is enough English spoken in the streets,
making it possible to live in the Netherlands as long as you understand English. Websites
are usually multilingual, and restaurants always have English menus. At museums, Dutch
and English explanations are posted side by side, and English audio guidance is available.
Most movies and dramas seem to have English audio with Dutch subtitles, and most of
the songs on the music charts are from English-speaking countries. However, regarding
this, | am wondering if the fact that the entertainment industry has not developed well in
its own language is recognized or considered as a problem from the perspective of
language development and the enjoyment of cultural enrichment. For instance, without
the anime/manga industry in Japan, both the culture and language wouldn't have evolved
to their current extent, significantly altering the nation's cultural landscape and the well-
being of its people.

Above all, the biggest surprise was their ability to converse in English with anyone. |
heard that non-native Dutch speakers will be responded in English, and that is how
extremely high the level of English is among the population as a whole. It is often said
that Japanese people cannot speak English. But, looking at the situation in the
Netherlands, | was somewhat convinced that this is because Japan is an environment
where people are only exposed to Japanese unless they actively want to be.

On the other hand, | think that learning the native language of a country is essential to
learning about its society and culture, so | hope to be able to learn a little more Dutch in
the near future.

34 FIURICBIIBRHEY AT L EFAELTER / Education in the Netherlands
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There are only about ten universities in the Netherlands, all of which are public
universities (there are some private universities, but they are not generally recognized),
and there is no difference in the level of education among them. However, there seems
to be an axis of evaluation, such as "this university is famous for this major." Applicants
seem to decide which university to enter based on the department they want to study
and the city they want to live in.

One day, | found a Japanese article on the Internet that said that the university
enrollment rate in the Netherlands is 10%, and thinking that this could not be true, | asked
one internship student about it. He responded there are several types of higher education
institutions in the Netherlands, including HBO institutions (hogeschool: university of
applied sciences), which focus on practical and vocational training, as well as universities
with a strong academic focus (Universiteit, such as the University of Tokyo). The
percentage of students who enter the former academic "universities" is low, as the article
says, but the number of students who enter higher education institutions as a whole is a
little higher. What is more, high schools (junior high school and high schools in Japan)
are also clearly divided into different types according to the type and level of curriculum,
and it is necessary to enter a high-level type of high school in order to enter a university
(universiteit). The decision of which high school to enter is based on advice from
elementary school teachers, which means that grades in elementary school are extremely
important for students to enter universities. Yet elementary school students are not
required to make efforts to improve their grades outside of school by attending cram
schools. Having seen the competition for entrance examinations in Japan and
neighboring countries in Asia, it is quite questionable why competition does not occur
under such an educational system. Is it because of the idea that education should be
tailored to the natural talents of the students? In contrast, in Japan, it is possible to enter
any university regardless of which high school you graduate from, as long as you pass
the entrance exam. It seems like the Japanese educational system allows high school
students to seek further and higher levels of education until the very last year of high
school.

Universities in the Netherlands do not have entrance examinations with some minor
exceptions, such as the Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Pharmacy, which means
all applicants can basically enroll. It seems that there are many students who enter the
Faculty of Law for rather eliminatory reasons, such as not having excellent grades in
mathematics and science subjects, not having any study field with particular interest, or
having an optimistic prospect of obtaining a legal qualification. However, Dutch
undergraduates have to fulfill the BSA (Binding Study Advice) requirement at the end of
their first year, which, in effect, serves as a selection process. Without fulfilling this
requirement, even those who have been admitted to the Faculty of Law are not allowed
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to continue their study of law. Although it seems reasonable to identify at an early stage
the students who are unlikely to succeed, | thought it was such a hard system. However,
what | am jealous of is that there is no bar exam to be admitted to a lawyer in the
Netherlands. In my opinion, this system of qualification is only possible when all law
schools are able to offer courses of similar quality, the exact opposite of the situation in
Japan. After all, the process to qualify as a lawyer is quite a long road in the Netherlands,
which consists of LLB + LLM + Beroepsopleiding Advocaten (a three-year period of
gaining practical experience, like the training of legal apprentices in Japan). The
difference in the system is especially noticeable when compared to me, who aims to
qualify after three years of studying at law school + one year of the training of legal
apprentices.

From the above, it seems that students who wish to become lawyers in the Netherlands
usually study basic law for three or four years at the undergraduate level and then acquire
more specialized knowledge in graduate school according to their own field of interest.
The master's degree is a one-year program, and some students spend two years to obtain
a master's degree in two different areas of specialization. In Japan, law schools offer
education to acquire basic legal knowledge with limited opportunities for attending
specialized classes, and one's specialization is decided after becoming a lawyer. So, we
can see a considerable difference here. The Dutch students also participate in
internships at law firms according to the specialty they are pursuing, and it is difficult to
get a job offer in a field in which one has not taken specialized courses at university or
had no internship experience. In this way, in general, it seems the educational system in
the Netherlands requires the students to make career-related decisions at a relatively
early stage, compared to the situation in Japan. | wonder how | would be if | were born in
the Netherlands; learning the differences in the educational system made me realize how
lucky | can go to a law school to prepare for the bar exam immediately after completing
the Bachelor of Agriculture and have a unique background that is different from others.
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